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BANDING THE SARAH McCARTHY BIRD 
SANCTUARY WITH ESPECIAL REFERENCE 
PURPLE FINCHES AND CHIPPING SPARROWS 


DANIEL SHEA 


TWENTY-THREE years ago the writer’s general interest 
birds became more specific through putting out few bird- 
houses for some Bluebirds, Tree Swallows, and Woodpeckers 
that had been deprived their natural nesting-places tree 
surgery done the apple orchard and shade-trees little 
summer place Greenland, New Hampshire. More birds 
sought these boxes than could accommodated. The inter- 
esting ways, beauty, and song these and other birds and 
their help against objectionable insects made them desirable. 
The attracting birds therefore became cousin 
the writer, Miss Sarah McCarthy, Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire, had the leisure and the inclination for the work. 
She developed attractions the summer place during period 
twenty years such extent that thirty-five forty 
species now visit the place annually, while fifteen more 
species nest there and the number birds each species has 
increased manyfold. Some notes that are printed 
the January issue the Bulletin the Audubon Society 
New Hampshire will give account these attractions and 
the results obtained through them. 

When, 1920, the Bureau Biological Survey, the ad- 
ministration the migratory-bird treaty between the United 
States and Canada, took over the banding birds, 
Miss made preparation for doing much banding. 
She was entering enthusiastically upon this work when her 
health failed. She died July 23, 1925. The little summer 
place where she had learned how attract and how tame 
the wild birds has been made bird sanctuary her memory. 
the intention maintain this sanctuary and provide for 
perpetual memorial her. The banding which Miss 
McCarthy intended doing was begun the writer the 
summer 1926. This sanctuary comprises about five acres 
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nearly level land, the south edge Greenland Village, 
the west side the highway leading from Greenland 
North Hampton. Nesting-boxes the number about 
fifty are located chiefly poles eight feet high along the 
boundaries and the fruit-tree rows the western part 
the area, and are placed fruit and shade- 
trees themselves. east the sanctuary there 
extends north and south for several miles broad cedar swamp 
with large variety trees and bushes. quarter-mile 
the west there extends north and south for mile more 
broad belt white pine and several kinds hardwood, with 
undergrowth many varieties shrubs. 

Bird-traps are located favorable points throughout the 
five acres. traps now include, for use the summer 
1928, two Government sparrow-traps made Jacobs, three 
pull-string, four automatic, one top-door trip for dripping 
water, one tree trap, several shelf, nesting- 
box traps, all made Higgins, Rock, Mass. the first 
period banding, the summer 1926, only four traps, two 
pull-string and two automatic, were 
the second period banding, the summer 1927, there were 
regular use the seven pull-string and automatic, the top- 
door trip, and one nesting-box trap. The two Government 
sparrow-traps were used occasionally. 

The bait used contains hemp and sunflower seed for Purple 
Finches; white and golden millet and canary-seed for Chipping, 
Fox, Song, and Vesper Sparrows; lettuce-seed for Goldfinches; 
baking-powder biscuit crumbs for Chipping Sparrows, Blue- 
birds, and Robins; ground raw peanuts, raisins, 
fresh fruits. The feeding birds which was 
begun one the attractions 1905 revealed the course 
few years that these foods were most attractive the 
birds, respectively, during the spring, summer, and 
large proportion Purple Finches and Chipping Sparrows 
among the birds captured was due, doubt, the sunflower 
and hemp seed for the Purple Finches and the biscuit 
for the Chipping Sparrows. 

The first period banding extended from June 27, 1926, 
September 18, 1926, inclusive; the second period from June 
19, 1927, September 17, 1927, The number 
new birds banded the first period was 264, representing 
eight species. this number, 146 were Chipping Sparrows, 
and were Purple Finches. The number 
banded the second period was 657, representing thirteen 
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species. this number, 212 were Chipping Sparrows, and 
349 were Purple Finches. 

the new birds banded the season 1926, there were 
‘aptured returns the season 1927 twenty Chipping 
Sparrows and twenty-seven Purple Finches. The details 
concerning the returns are follows: 


CHIPPING SPARROWS PURPLE FINCHES 


Banded, 1926 Returned, 1927 Banded, 1926 > Returned, 1927 

17, July 

July 19, July 14, 

19, July 20, 


~ 


One the Chipping Sparrow returns built its nest exactly 
the same place grape-vine where the nest was which 
was hatched the year before. Its young were banded 
leaving the nest. Another Chipping Sparrow taken from 
nest grape-vine and banded 1926 returned built 
hundred feet from the grape-vine. 

Although the Chipping Sparrows build numerous nests 
and near the sanctuary, and nest both early and late the 


* The sex of the birds in this column marked ‘‘females’’ could not be positively determined 
at the time of year they were taken as returns. 
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season, the number these sparrows banded 1927 could 
searcely all accounted for the nests near the 
sanctuary. think that many those banded 
were migrating. analysis the repeats indicates that 
very much migration movement was occurring from early 
the season. 

Practically all the Purple Finches must come from nests 
outside the sanctuary. There but one conifer among the 
trees the sanctuary. years pair has had 
nest this tree. The Purple Finch does not nest the other 
trees the sanctuary. thought that they nest the 
coniferous trees the west the sanctuary. Nevertheless, 
have not been able any year find even one nest 
Purple Finches that belt trees. not know where 
they nest. analysis the banding-records indicates that 
the adult Purple Finches have disappeared the middle 
August, and that the young are migration from very early 
the season. 

had always supposed that the adult birds which came 
the spring and nested remained our immediate 
neighborhood with the young they produced until the cus- 
tomary time for the fall migration the various species, 
respectively. Consequently, closing the place late 
September, leaving charge caretaker, suffered 
pangs conscience the feeling that were deserting 
feathered friends that had taken care all summer, which 
had confidence us, and which had become some 
degree dependent us. But two summers 
banding with many sight observations, indicates that were 
wrong regard those two matters. 

The adult and young Tree Swallows the sanctuary 
migrate, leave together, soon the young can leave the 
nests. This movement begins early July and over the 
middle the summer 1927 the adult and young 
Tree Swallows twenty-five nesting-boxes departed within 
week, the last leaving July 15th. 

The adult and young Kingbirds keep together separate 
families the sanctuary, and migrate late August. All are 
gone September Ist. 

The young Goldfinches come from the nests the last week 
August and the first week September. They and the 
adults are still feeding the green sunflower and other flower 
seeds when close the place. Apparently the young and 
adult migrate together October. 

Some Robins and Chipping Sparrows nest late the 
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middle August. Therefore there are usually adult and 
young together these two species the sanctuary late 
the end September. 

very different story concerning the Purple Finches, 
Chipping Sparrows general, Song Sparrows, Vesper Sparrows, 
Baltimore Orioles, Yellow Warblers, and 
were banding these species average rate eight day 
expected that could band all the individuals each 
species week two. But were surprised very early 
our work banding note that, any day, very few 
the many birds the sanctuary wore bands. Search made 
all through the neighborhood for around disclosed 
very few birds wearing bands, and none farther away than 
quarter mile. Thus was indicated that there are 
great numbers these species remaining all through the 
season. Analysis the banding-records indicates that the 
adults these species parts unknown soon the 
young can take care themselves, which late July 
early August. The few adults that come after early August 
are migrating. young hatched the place leave very 
early. Other young that come are continual migration, 
remaining scarcely more than two weeks the mid-season, 
and only few days the latter part the season. Perhaps 
the sanctuary too small and banding experience too 
little permit drawing any definite conclusions concerning 
the early departure the adults and the briefness the stay 
the young. 

The following analysis the 1927 banding-records for the 
species named the preceding paragraph, considered ten- 
day periods, shows how the proportion adults and young 
changes with the progress the season: 


NEW BIRDS, RETURNS, AND REPEATS 


Yel- 

Balti- low 


Ad. Ad.Im 


Ad. Ad. Ad. Ad. 
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The following analysis the 1927 repeats the young 
the species the preceding table, considered fifteen-day 
periods, indicates that the average length stay scarcely 
more than two weeks. The number days between the 
banding and the last repeat for many birds, was only one, 
two, three, four, five. For few birds the number days 
was about fifty. One bird repeated seventy days after being 
banded. averages made from widely differing 
lengths stay may have very little value, but have thought 
worth while recording them. 


1927 Average number days intervening 
Banding dates between the banding and the last repeat 
Days 


have been surprised find that the young birds coming 
the sanctuary for the first time are very tame and behave 
generally though perfectly home there. have also 
wondered that the two summers have taken bird 
banded any other station. has been suggested that the 
inexperience young birds probably explains the first these 
two facts, and that the remoteness other stations and their 
small number explain the other fact. 

The Catholic University America 
Washington, 


BIRDS SEEN TRANSATLANTIC VOYAGE 
CHARLES TOWNSEND 


ocean voyages bird-lovers may always find something 
interest. dozen separate voyages recent journey 
around the world was rare for day pass without some 
birds being sight. Occasionally bird would alight the 
deck the rigging the vessel, and some these might 
have been caught and banded, but the majority ocean 
wanderers seem beyond the reach the bird-bander, although 
knowledge these birds gained banding would 
great interest. the ingenious bird-bander will some 


day devise humane method for and banding these 
birds. 

well known, sea-birds following vessel are sometimes 
caught line with baited hook trailing astern, hooks 
attached line which become entangled the wings the 
bird. methods are too cruel and destructive bird- 
life used the bird-bander. Occasionally birds poise 
motionless wings near the ship, pass closely under 
the stern, that they might sprayed with dye which would 
serve identify individuals and show how long they followed 
the same ship. 

the homeward trip from Liverpool Boston, July 13-23, 
1927, found the Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) abundant 
about the great Liverpool docks. With were small number 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls (Larus fuscus) and few Black- 
headed Gulls (Larus ridibundus). The next day steamed 
along within sight the south coast Ireland, and birds were 
very abundant. The Herring Gull all plumages took first 
place numbers, but both Great Black-backs marinus) 
and Lesser Black-backs were not uncommon, and there were 
few Kittiwakes (Rissa tridactyla). The Gulls took advan- 
tage the strong up-currents the windward side the 
ship, and times there were scores gliding motionless 
wings within few yards the rail the upper deck. Murres 
Uria troille) Guillemots they are called England, were 
abundant, and family parties consisting one parent and the 
single young were arctica) were 
also common, and was amusing watch them the 
approach the steamer, flapping along the surface, and 
continuing use their they dove and swam under 
water. well known, all the Auk ‘amily habitually use 
their wings and not their feet diving. 

Another bird was glad see was the Manx Shearwater 
(Puffinus puffinus), considerably smaller than the Greater 
Shearwater (Puffinus gravis) and, except for quicker vibra- 
tions its wings, similar flight and habit the 
water. dark above and white below. April had 
seen many hundreds not thousands closely allied sub- 
species, the Levantine Shearwater (P. puffinus yelkouan) 
the Bosphorus. Here flocks these birds were restlessly and 
continually flying back and forth along this beautiful water- 
way between ‘the Black Sea and the Sea Marmora. They 
are poetically called the Turks 

Three Gannets (Sula bassana) and one Shag (Phalacrocorax 
graculus) were seen this day, the former exactly the same 
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our bird, the latter Cormorant, while small 
passerine bird made hasty visit and dissappeared before 
its identy was established. 

The next day none these birds was seen with the 
exception immature Kittiwake which accompanied the 
ship for half day and then disappeared. was evident the 
water-birds had plenty food around the Irish coast and were 
not tempted stray far was too soon after 
the breeding-period for them wander. 

Several birds were seen that day which first sight looked 
like small gulls with white heads and breasts and blue-gray 
backs. long pointed wings and their flight, character- 
glacialis). was first sight this bird the North 
Atlantic, and, had missed seeing some observed 
companion Labrador over twenty years before, realized 
that long-felt wish had been filled. 

The only other bird seen that day, and one that was seen 
every day after this until entered Boston Harbor was 
Wilson’s Petrel (Oceanites oceanicus). expected find, 
before had steamed too far from the Irish coast, the Stormy 
Mediterranean, but these were plainly Wilson’s Petrels. 
Stormy Petrel black with white rump like Wilson’s, but 
considerably smaller and has short, square Wilson’s 
Petrel particularly abundant July 19th and 20th, 
when were the Gulf Stream. Over two hundred could 
often seen ceaselessly flying back and forth over our wake, 
pattering along the water with wings held and fluttering, 
skimming around close under the stern that could look 
down them and see their webbed feet stretched out behind, 
beyond their tails. birds breed the Antarctic 
regions the southern summer and come north for the north- 
ern summer. Whether the same birds followed the ship all 
the way across the ocean, whether new group took the 
chase daily, is, course, impossible say. Some black 
dye dropped sprayed their white rumps might have given 
answer this question. 

Dr. Glover Allen! June 12, 1926, about one hundred 
miles from New York, met with Wilson’s Petrels, but 
more them were seen during the entire voyage across 
June 25th saw them again the Bay 


' “Birds of an Ocean Voyage.” Bull. Essex County Ornithological Club, 1926, p. 6. 
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Biscay. asks, “Is there vast area mid-Atlantic from 
which they are experience gives decided 
negative this question. 

the 17th, 18th, and 19th July from couple score 
Greater Shearwaters (Puffinus gravis) played about the 
steamer, but the thrill the voyage was experienced the 
16th, hen, eight the morning and noon, two Great 
Skuas (Megalestris the sailors call them— 
appeared about the ship for few minutes each time. These 
great birds are dark brown, almost black, color and marked 
with white patches the extended wings. 

entered Boston Harbor July 23d fog and were 
greeted American Herring (Larus argentatus smithson- 
and Laughing Gulls (L. atricilla) and Common Terns 
(Sternahirundo). 


SOME TRANS-ATLANTIC RETURNS BANDED 


JOHN MAY, M.D. 


AMONG the most interesting problems upon which the bird 
banders are work, are those which lead toward the solution 
some the mysteries bird migration. 
already been le: arned the travels certain species, but there 
still great deal learn before can accurately map out 
the migration routes followed some our best known birds. 

Young herons several species have been noted, during 
their first fall, points north their supposed breeding 
range, but was not until had recorded the recoveries 
some seventy Black-crowned Night Herons, banded the 
heronry Barnstable, that had real proof the striking 
northward dispersal these birds. Almost exactly half 
the recoveries these herons were from points north Cape 
Cod, some them being from points approximately four 
hundred miles due north the birds’ birthplace.! 

Many our seabirds breed near within the Arctic 
making long migration the Southern Hemisphere, but 


* Dr. Townsend follows Dr. Jonathan Dwight, Jr.,in believing that the American Herring 
Gull is sub-specifically distinct from the European Herring Gull—Editors. 


+ Read at the Annual Meeting of the Northeastern Bird Banding Association at Boston, 
January 19, 1928. 


May, John B., Bul. A., Vol. II, April, 1926, pp. 25-28. 
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Outline Map Showing Places Banding and Recoveries Arctic 
and Common Terns, Kittiwake and Black-headed Gulls, European 
Widgeons and their Trans-Atlantic Migrations. 
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most cases our knowledge the routes traveled entirely 
theoretical. Recently, however, banding recoveries have thrown 
little light upon some these routes, and among them, 
less than eight show journeys across the Atlantic Ocean 
part the migration course. 

The little town Rossitten, the shores the Baltic Sea 
eastern Prussia, has long been the site banding activities 
group German ornithologists, and here, July, 1911, 
number the graceful Black-headed Gull ridi- 
bundus) were banded nestlings. These birds are very 
much like our Bonaparte’s Gull appearance but the adult 
has brown head. Four months later, November, one 
these Gulls was recovered the island Barbados, 
British West Indies, and during the following February an- 
other was recovered near Vera Cruz, 

About year and half later Common Tern (Sterna 
hirundo), which was destined make history, was banded 
Dr. John Phillips, tern colony Muscongus Bay, 
Maine. With its brothers and sisters and its many cousins, 
disappeared into the wide open places, and one them 
was ever heard from again until, four years later, August, 
1917, native picked dead bird floating the River 
Niger western Africa, and carried with its little aluminum 
band, missionary, who turn reported the officers 
the old American Bird Banding 

The Farne Islands, off the coast Northumberland, Eng- 
land, have long been known breeding place the hardy 
little Kittiwake Gull Rissa tridactyla tridactyla), and our next 
trans-oceanic voyages are credited from this colony. 
Kittiwake banded June 28, 1923, was recovered 
August 12, 1924, Horse Island the district St. Barbe, 
Newfoundland, and another, banded June 30, 1924, was re- 
covered Gross Water Bay, Hamilton Inlet, Labrador, 
October, 1925. Both these birds were little over year old, 
while the two Black-headed Gulls were between three and six 
months old when 

For number years have been wondering the 
location the breeding areas the specimens European 
Widgeon (Mareca penelope), which occur with considerable 
regularity the coast North America. are indebted 


2 Lincoln, F. C., Auk, Vol. XLII, July, 1925, p. 374. 
3 Lincoln, F. C., Bul. N. E. B. B. A., Vol. III, April, 1927, p. 28. 
4 Nelson, E. W., National Geographic Mag., Vol. LIII, January, 1928, p. 94. 
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the Danish bird banders for least partial solution this 
problem, for December, 1926, bird this species was 
tured Hawk Point, Cape Sable Island, Nova Scotia, 
had been banded Hraunsland, Iceland, the preceding 
and November, 1927, European Widgeon was killed 
Eastham, Cape Cod, which had been 
Husavik, Iceland, last 

Perhaps the most interestingof all these trans-oceanic recov- 
Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea), which was 
banded with about five hundred others, little island 
Turnavik Bay the July 22,1927, Mr.Oliver 
Austin, Jr. This species nests within 
the and less abundantly the American conti- 
nent far south Maine. Wells Cooke has made the Arctic 
Tern famous the bird which enjoys the greatest amount 
daylight during the year, any living creature. Nesting 
close within the Cirele, makes journey 
approximately eleven thousand miles reaching its southern 
wintering place within the Cirele, and for nearly 
eight months each year lives within the region the mid- 
night sun. But how its long journey made, along what 
routes and with what guides, man could few birds 
occasionally straggle down our eastern coast far New 
Jersey the fall migration, but beyond that they are practi- 
unknown until reach Brazil and Argentina. Being 
its breeding range, also found migration 
Europe, Asia and Africa, and along our Pacific 
was natural for suppose that birds raised north Canada 
would follow our own coasts south, and that those found 
Europe were birds which breed northern Europe. But ten 
weeks after Mr. Austin banded his young Terns, one was re- 
ported from Port Dauphine, the Bay Biscay, France, 
having made this journey least four thousand two 
hundred miles, across uncharted seas, this tender 

The above migration records are the accom- 
panying map lines lying single plane drawn from the 
place the different species were banded the points they were 
recovered. course the details their journeyings are 
quite unknown. 

Recoveries this kind, while answering some our ques- 
tions, other queries arise. How did this little tern, 


> Lloyd, Hoyes, Canadian Field-Naturalist, Vol. XLI, October, 1927, p. 171-172. 
® Windeler, G. Herbert, and Skovgaard, P. in litt. 
Austin, Oliver L., Jr., in litt. 
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fresh from its nest, make this long journey? Was straight 
across the North Atlantic, easy stages longer route 
via Greenland, Iceland, and the islands north Great Britain, 
all our American-bred Terns cross 
route their wintering resorts South Africa, 
South and the Some day, per- 
haps, with increased interest bird banding resulting 
great mass records, may able solve these and other 
perplexing but exceedingly interesting questions. 


Cohasset, Massachusetts. 


BIRD-BANDING SUMMERVILLE, SOUTH 
CAROLINA 


WILLIAM WHARTON 


Summerville, South Carolina, situated the coastal 
plain about twenty-four miles back from the coast Charles- 
ton. Through the wise foresight the founders the town, 
large part the original pine forest has been preserved, and 
under this have been planted many ornamental shrubs and 
vines, which the spring make the town fairyland beauty. 
The combination old timber with thickets offers attractive 
conditions for many kinds birds. the outskirts the 
town the southwest, construction large golf-course has 
created many open areas which are inhabited species pre- 
ferring such conditions, while the adjacent woods and natural 
thickets harbor some birds not often seen the more thickly 
settled district. 

was this section that the writer lived during the first 
four months 1926 and 1927, and carried 
operations. the first season, 425 birds species were 
banded, and the second 407 birds species. During 
the four months (January, 1927 April, 1927), total 


returns from the previous season’s banding were taken. 
The first year the following traps were used: one self-ad- 
justing sparrow-trap, one auto-trip shelf trap, one funnel-type 


warbler-trap, and one tree-climber trap, all products 
these, during the month April, five-foot five-foot pull- 
string drop trap, made locally after specifications the Bio- 
logical Survey, was used. Since the latter came late upon the 
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scene, was not given trial during the succeeding 
season, and the sparrow-trap was therefore the standby, taking 
more birds than all the rest put together. so-called 
warbler-trap caught warblers, and only few other birds, 
while the trap for tree-climbers produced birds. Both 
traps were discarded the second year. the other hand, 
one sparrow-trap and one new auto-trip trap were operated 
was the pull-string drop trap, during the entire season. 

the outset the traps were all set the door-yard the 
house which During the first two and half weeks 
the birds freely the principal station, individuals 
species being taken. Then repeats trouble- 
some, especially the White-throated Sparrows, 
sparrow-trap moved about two hundred feet into the edge 
some wild growth near the corner 
ately almost entirely new lot birds was taken. These 
were chiefly Chewinks. about two weeks the possibilities 
this appearing have been exhausted, the trap 
was again moved, this time the open pine woods the near 
vicinity. There, might expected, lesser number 
individuals was taken, but Hermit Thrush and Tufted 
Titmouse were added the list species. About the middle 
February the traps were moved the edge openfield, 
and proportion Chipping Sparrows was banded. 
Subsequently the traps were moved several times, the most 
notable results being from the sparrow-trap the com- 
paratively open country the golf-course about March 20th. 
From that date until about the first April, approximately 
155 birds chiefly Chipping Sparrows, but with considerable 
sprinkling Savannahs and Vespers, were taken two 
three spots this general locality. March 26th, the re- 
day, birds were banded. During the remainder the 
writer’s stay April 25, the birds banded were mostly 
taken the home yard means pull-string drop trap. 

During the second season, above indicated, another self- 
adjusting sparrow trap and another auto-trip shelf trap were 
employed, and the pull-string drop trap was used the entire 
season. Despite this increased use traps, which extended 
the territory covered somewhat, and the increased knowledge 
the locality acquired from the preceding season’s experience, 
fewer birds were banded 1927 than 1926. probable 
explanation this failure measure the previous year’s 
standard found the very abundant food-supply 
which was available during the past winter. 
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When, about the first January, company with Dr. 
Gilbert Pearson, had opportunity look over the situa- 
tion the banding territory the preceding year, felt 
surpassing substantial figure the banding- 
record the year before. one weed-patch particular, 
small sparrows, Chippies chiefly, were present thousands. 
With great enthusiasm and high anticipation, prepared 
baited spots and set the traps. Dr. Pearson even spent 
numerous solitary hours carefully concealed, watching the 
drop trap. Yet few birds were taken, and these not one 
was Chipping Sparrow. White-throated and Fox Sparrows 
and Chewinks predominated among the captures. After 
eight ten had been taken particular location, however, 
these repeated persistently that practically new birds 
could taken, and was then necessary move the traps 
again. Thus the month January, 1927, despite the use 
double the number traps and considerably increased 
effort, slightly fewer birds were banded than during January, 
1926. February was even worse, for, compared with 
birds banded during February, 1926, but were banded 
the same month 1927. Even March showed increase 
but seven birds over the same month 1926, despite the 
additional equipment employed; the gain birds April 
was the factor which brought the total 1927 above the 400 
mark. view the great number birds and their reluc- 
tance come the traps during the first part the season, 
would seem that the abundance natural food severely 
handicapped operations 1927. 

the person who has banded only birds found 
commonly New England, interesting experience 
handle some the typical Southern birds. Among these 
was fortune take, during the two seasons, Cardinals, 
White-eyed Chewinks, Carolina Wrens, Mockingbirds, 
and one Carolina Chickadee. all these are resident birds, 
little result, far study migration concerned, can 
expected from banding them; but interesting information can 
doubtless secured regarding their local movements, their 
plumage-changes, the age which they normally live, ete. 
one who has never handled Cardinal life, never-to- 
be-forgotten experience likely occur when the bird’s beak 
closes his finger. less tenacious than that the bull- 
dog the grip the Cardinal when once takes hold. The 
only way breaking it, far experience went, was 
insert narrow paper-knife similar implement through the 
mouth near the base the bill, and, turning it, pry the 
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mandibles apart. They are panicky birds, one may judge 
the outery they make when taken the hand, but they are 
not quitters any sense, one might judge the jays be. 
The Chewinks not seem differ disposition 
from their relatives. Several birds were taken whose 
irises were varying shades brown had even slight 
hint red them, and there possibility that there may 
some inter-breeding between the two forms. The Carolina 
Wrens and Titmice have the their families, 
and the Mockingbird is, course, class himself, and 
experience mighty shy any trapping device. 

For those who are interested the study bird parasites 
and diseases, will interest learn that 1926 least 
eleven birds were found affected with (so-called 
residents this region), fastened some part the head, 
while 1927 not single tick-infested bird was taken. Some 
these parasites had grown the size small pea and 
had apparently inflicted good deal damage, probably 
temporary nature, their hosts. They were usually 
removed the use thin scissors, cutting them off close 
possible the skin the head. thus relieved, which 
were trapped subsequently, appeared none the worse for 
their experience. disease which commonly affects the 
feet Chipping Sparrows was found among them there,—38 
birds out the 358 banded having been noted having the 
disease showing unmistakable signs having had it. One 
Savannah Sparrow, one Field Sparrow, and one Junco were 
also recorded affected with this disease. 

opportunity was offered observe the head-molt the 
White-throated Sparrows. This occurred over considerable 
period, the earliest being noticed January 25, 1926 (prob- 
ably unusual date), and was still progress some 
birds when banding operations ceased late April, 1926, and 
early May, 1927. Indeed few dull heads showed signs 
molting these late dates. all the White-throat 
returns, even those taken early January, every bird had 
fairly bright-colored head, indicating that all the dull-headed 
birds were those hatched during the summer 1926. 

The returns White-throated and Savannah Sparrows, 
banded 1926 and retaken 1927, have already been 
reported and commented note the October, 1927, 
number this Bulletin. Other returns taken 1927 were: 
Chipping Sparrows, Cardinals, Hermit Thrush, Brown 
Thrasher, and White-eyed Chewink—a total returns, 
all birds banded the year previous. these, fair 
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assume that the Hermit Thrush had gone north during the 
summer; the Chippies may have been breeders 
and the others, with the possible exception the Thrasher, 
doubtless were permanent residents. 

Banding present carried necessarily brings one 
into contact with very limited number 
Pearson and however, spent much our time observing 
those which were unable trap, and took few short 
trips nearby marshes look for water-birds. 
made little list the winter birds saw during January, 
1927, which, together with little story written Dr. Pearson 
was printed the National Association Audubon Societies 
under the title Birds Summerville, South 
Doubtless copies this little leaflet are still available the 
office the Association. 

finish this word comes from the Biological 
Survey that Brown Thrasher No. 424880, which was banded 
repeat April 10, and was taken November 
14th Clinton, North Carolina, least one hundred and 
fifty miles air line northeasterly from Summerville. 
Since Thrashers winter Summerville and were nesting there 
the latter part March and the first part April, and since 
this bird stayed restricted locality for least twelve 
days, had assumed resident bird. This return 
record, however, seems indicate either that was migrant, 
else that took wandering life after domestic cares 
were over, the former view being the more 
would most interesting know the true story this 
particular bird. 


THE WHITE-THROATED SPARROW 
ST. ANSELM’S COLLEGE BIRD SANCTUARY 


any season St. Anselm’s College Bird Sanct- 
uary Manchester, New Hampshire, would convince the 
uninitiated that birds appreciate and respond human kind- 
ness. Furthermore, visit would reveal the fact that bird 
attraction, conservation, protection, and certain sense, 
bird propagation are within the power many, entailing 
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loss time, affording genuine pleasure, and creating 
absorbing interest that waxes stronger years pass by. 

Throughout the winter, season sometimes considered 
birdless, the feeding-station, supplied with suet, hayseed, 
grain, nuts, bread, doughnuts, never deserted. 
servative estimate places about two hundred and fifty the 
number birds whose food-problem solved 
during the winter season 1925-26. 

The continued existence St. Anslem’s Bird Sanctuary 
seems assured. The Sanctuary owes its establishment 
the Reverend Father Damian Smith the Order St. 
Benedict. Father Damian, lover nature from childhood, 
left St. Anslem’s 1926 join the teaching staff another 
Benedictine school Newark, New Jersey. His departure 
keenly regretted. is, however, hoped that will soon 
position again show, practical way, his love for 
birds. 

St. Anselm’s College located hilltop about two 
hundred and fifty feet above sea-level, few miles west 
the city Manchester and the Merrimac River. the 
north, northeast, south, and west, far the eye can see, 
are tree-covered hills, scattered farm-houses surrounded 
orchards, and acres cultivated land. Wildness seems 
hold sway. The entire property St. Anselm’s reality 
bird-refuge; trespassing, far possible, and hunting are 
strictly prohibited. 

St. Anselm’s has been identified with 
movement since 1922. Father Damian had the pleasure 
retaking 1923, four the nineteen Song Sparrows banded 
the previous year. congratulatory letter from Mr. 
Forbush, the capture the first the four 
sparrows, still file. busy schedule allowed Father 
Damian little time carry banding. With one trap 
operation for comparatively short period time, banded 
birds 1922, which number were fledglings. The 
operation the trap during March and April the following 
resulted the capture additional 113 birds. Four 
adults and some fledglings were added 1924. The total 
number birds banded during three years exceeded the 
two-hundred mark. 

Banding was resumed December 1925. Since that 
day the number banded birds has steadily increased, 
that the twelve-hundred mark should reached before the 
end the present winter. Most the banded birds are 
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adults. about sixty fledglings banded last summer, 
more than eight failed leave the nest 

The White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis) consti- 
tutes about per cent the total number birds banded. 
Three hundred and thirty-four have been trapped since 1922; 
two hundred and sixty-eight these were taken 1927. 

The following table shows the number White-throats 
since 1922: 


Spring, 1922 Spring, 1923 
Spring, 1924 Spring, 1925 trapping 
Spring, 1926 Fall, None 


The small number captured the first three seems, 
was due not much the this species 
limited trapping. is, however, true that White-throats 
were unusually numerous 1927. 

During the migratory seasons White-throats are well known 
the not always seen, they are least heard. 
The volume their high-pitched whistle often reveals the 
presence large number birds. Twenty, thirty, 
even forty birds disappear among the blackberries and small 
pines when any one approaches. 

White-throats may expected during the latter part 
April. the middle May most them leave this terri- 
tory. person experiences real thrill, however, when 
comes upon White-throat summer. There reason 
believe that one pair remained this vicinity nest 
Not one was seen heard for period five days. May, 
the twentieth, however, Number 511306 (female), banded 
May 4th, was retaken. few days later male fed front 
the trap. May 25th the female was again captured, 
and during the early part June singing male was heard 
several 

Observation leads the conclusion that White-throats 
arrive flocks, the exact size which can frequently only 
largest flock observed date numbered 
least one hundred and fifty individuals. birds arrived 
while the observer tarried the Sanctuary 
May morning. The whole atmosphere seemed suddenly 
throb with the song the White-throat; upon the path, the 
trees, and the bushes the whole flock alighted. Fifteen 
minutes later the Sanctuary was deserted. accurate 
account the number the flocks, however, can given. 
There reason believe that least six flocks arrived the 
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Sanctuary last fall, six repeats had 
become common, unbanded birds few, when suddenly repeats 
disappeared and unbanded birds became numerous. 

experience May, 1926, also indicates the arrival 
the White-throat flocks. Previous May 5th, fourteen 
this species had been banded. When hopes for trapping 
more were fading, the morning May 5th deserted 
blackberry thicket was again alive with White-throats. 
new flock had arrived. May White-throats had 
been banded. That these birds belonged the same 
may inferred from the that many them repeated 
frequently for about seven days and then disappeared simulta- 
neously May 12th. After May White-throats were 
neither seen nor heard. 

This species rule not wary traps. flock re- 
mains the Sanctuary, within few days most them will 
banded. Some re-enter traps daily during 
Number 112796, banded October 18, 1927, repeated seven 
times October 

The history Number 578855 worth mentioning. Trapped 
and banded October 10, 1927, repeated Oct. 11th (2), 

12th (2), (3), 16th (6), 17th (2), 19th (2), 
20th, (2), 22nd and time Number 578867’s 
apparent arrival and departure also interesting. Captured 
for the first time October was retaken the last 
time November 14th. This bird, seems, remained 
the vicinity the Sanctuary for days before continuing 
his journey southward. 

Most the trapping the Sanctuary proper, 
few acres attractive land, carefully guarded, which 
row-traps and one house trap were constantly operated during 
the migratory seasons These traps were sometimes 
only feet apart. 

White-throats show for hominy, 
wheat, and 

Not White-throat has ever been taken return. The 
fall 1926 failed one the fifty banded the previous 
spring. banded bird, however, was observed; was one 
number that visited the Sanctuary that White- 
throats were very common during the fall The first 
151 was banded Oct. Ist, the last November 2nd. 

The files the Bulletin show few records this 
species retaken migration. There are occasional records, 
however, bird wintering banding-stations for more than 


- 


Northeastern Association 


one season. Mrs. Harding’s Return-3 (see this Bulletin, 
Vol. III, No. 21)! emphasizes the tendeney return 
given wintering area even New England for several years, 
tendeney which quite marked the South, where White- 
throats winter (See Wharton’s note the 
Bulletin for October, 1927, ninety-five banded 
1926, had returns 1927 seven, 7.368 
Thomasville, Georgia, Baldwin had returns 1917 four 
birds out six banded 1916, 66.66 (see The Auk, 
Vol. XIX, other words, the 
which have had access indicate that White-throats, how- 
ever devious and uncertain their path their wintering- 
grounds, tend rather strongly pass the winter the same 
locality. had the good fortune possess record 
nesting birds for series years, doubt not that this species 
would measure many others returning the same 
pass the summer. 


BLUEBIRDS 


HELEN ROBINSON 


the spring 1927 established chain four Bluebird 
nesting-boxes. Box was home station Brewer, 
Maine; was farm six miles east; was another 
farm quarter mile beyond the same direction; and 
was abandoned place about eighth mile south 
three miles southeast station. All the nesting-boxes 
could opened easily, and means detachable pull- 
string shutter could used traps. Every box was taken 
Bluebirds, and two cases second box was required for 
the second brood. The resulting five chapters Bluebird 
history, some complete every detail, some short and broken, 
are alike The following brief introductory outline 
gives general survey the nesting activities the different 
families, and will aid clearer understanding facts given 


1This issue contains a note recording the return-4 of this bird, see p. 29. 
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Pair A—Double-brooded 


Brood Brood 
Hatching May and young) July and young) 
Young flying May 29, and July 


Pair B—Double-brooded 
Young flying July 


Three Single-brooded Pairs 

eggs) 
Hatching June young) About June June and 

young) young) 
Young flying July After June After July 


studying the different family histories, made pair the 
standard comparison because the nesting that pair pro- 
ceeded without accident more than normal Pair 
reared two broods young, which grew maturity about the 
place; the fledgings were clean and healthy, and apparently 
met with trouble any kind. The other four nesting 
pairs were not fortunate raising their young; delays 
nest-building and accidents occurred every family, and 
three pairs succeeded rearing only one brood 
would interesting know this approximate ratio pre- 
vails everywhere. 

survey the attending the nesting each 
pair reveals the various causes their delayed nesting. 
raised brood one successfully, but were delayed week 
their second nesting because misplaced entrance, which 
interested but mistaken friend had made too near the floor 
the box. The fault was remedied, and once the female 
took possession and began build. 

Box placed position mid-April, was untenanted 
for long that about the last May stopped visiting it. 
June 19th, however, found two anxious 
parents and five newly-hatched youngsters. 

Pair built first under the eaves shed, Eave 
Swallow’s nest, then unoccupied. After heavy rain, and 
about the time the Swallows arrived, great outery was 
made the Bluebirds, and the nest was found the ground, 
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with three its five eggs broken. The nest, the way, was 
near barnyard, and was made mostly horsehair, tufts 
and brown Two days after the 
disaster found pair Bluebirds prospecting about Box 
which was perhaps two minutes’ flight from the shed, and 
which hitherto had been unoccupied. two more days they 
had built nest, and four days later the female began lay. 
Under the circumstances seemed probable that the pair 
Box was identical with the pair which had lost the shed nest. 
When the eggs appeared, compared them with the unbroken 
eggs the first nest, and found that they were alike size and 
shape, and smaller than those laid other Bluebirds. 

Pair furnished another case questionable identity, and 
instance several weeks’ delay, caused accident the 
young. May found pair birds, presumably 
Pair large bird-house farmer’s orchard. young 
were crying for food, and must have been least week old. 
Five days later, going band them, found them all dead 
the box. The parents had disappeared. Upon removing 
the nest, found the furthermost corner second brood 
dead nestlings, which had perished long before the other brood. 
There little doubt that both broods were victims the 
blood sucking larva fly (Protocalliphora). When again 
visited the place June 18th, found nest young Blue- 
birds hatching natural tree cavity, few hundred feet 
from the original bird-house location, and they were believed 
the original Pair 

banded all the young every brood, total thirty, and 
also eight adults. behavior the mature birds after 
being banded varied considerably. male Pair was 
trapped the box during his first prospecting, and stayed 
away day and half. After that visited the box often 
and showed apprehension whatever. The female was 
banded when she was brooding her young, and afterward was 
handled frequently. She did not become tame, but when 
approached the box she never left her young unprotected, 
always staying the nest until took her off went away. 
the season progressed and she reared her second brood, 
she became more and more apprehensive. Haymakers were 
about the orchard when the young were nearly ready fly, 
and, perhaps owing her nervous fears, some the fledglings 
left the nest one day sooner than had those the first brood. 

The female Pair though shy, was surprised the nest 
with newly hatched young, and banded, but she never allowed 
herself taken second time. The male, which had not 
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been near when banded his mate, was taken two days later. 
The female Pair was banded, but was unable trap 
her mate. 

Pair was shy also, but finally trapped and banded the 
female about the time she began incubate. male was 
much disturbed, and repeated efforts later trap him failed. 
When went band the young this brood, obtained 
interesting sidelight his character. Before banding the 
young, attached the shutter and retired wait for him 
enter the box with food. Instead, however sat 
branch high above the box and scolded. His mate sat near 
him. After this had gone for some time, second female 
flew up, her beak full nesting material, and went into the 
box which housed the six well-grown young birds. After 
pause she came out, and with the straws still her beak, sat 
the entrance. Then she went and stayed. dropped 
the shutter, and upon taking her out, found her still holding 
bit straw her beak. While examined and banded 
her, the male made great show concern, and her release 
flew away with her across the road. The other female had 
meanwhile disappeared, but presently returned with food. 
Back came the male, and after warning her away went 
guard patrol the tree containing the box. female 
appeared, the male diverted her course away from the bird- 
house. After hour were leave, and our 
next visit the place was deserted. Throughout the perform- 
ance the first female showed sign jealousy, but merely 
seemed intent caring for her young. 

Pair nested tree cavity which had fitted with 
mesh-wire cover before could prevent the escape the adult 
birds. finally took the female, but the male had become 
thoroughly alarmed and time was lacking which capture 
him. 

The female Pair was watched closely while her first 
brood was hatching, with results which were noted 
journal follows: May (still wet), 
P.M. Second (wet), 5.30 P.M. Third, May 14, from 
A.M. 12.45 P.M. Bird much nest, May 
and 16.” 

interesting compare the hatching data with records 
the exact time when the young left the nest, thus: 
29, nestlings photographed noon. One flew then; was 
returned box, but left P.M., care male parent. 
Two young nest night May 30. One gone May 31, 
7.45 A.M. Third warbling constantly, A.M., fed very 
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rarely. door A.M. Gone 4.30 P.M. sounds 
from the 


XANTHOCHRISM THE PURPLE FINCH 
WHITTLE 


THE 17th July, Mrs. Whittle banded olivaceous 
Purple Finch (Carpodacus purpureus) A28748 Peter- 
boro, New Hampshire. This bird had well-marked 
primrose-yellow feathers its under parts, occupying 
approximately oval area about one and one-half inches long 
three-quarters inch wide occurring partly the 
flank and partly the abdomen. addition, the under 
tail-coverts were buffy, one the few instances this kind 
noted Purple Finch. The angle commissure 
was orange-color, one the manifestations accompany- 
ing the molt the adult Purple Finch. The word 
used advisedly, for during five years active banding have 
never observed known year exhibit this ac- 
companying phenomenon, which often the entire 
lining the mouth. The sex the bird unknown, and 
also its age, except that was not bird-of-the-year shown 
its abraded plumage. Mention should made the 
fact that whereas orange-color the angle the gape 
appears only during the post-nuptial molt, the 
yellow there, which common majority the Purple 
Finches during the early part April, does not 
appear directly connected with condition molt. 
What was probably another case the same kind 
olivaceous Purple Finch banded April 1927, regarding 
which record-card reads: “Solid pateh one- 
half inch across right side; none the left side.” 
feathers were collected, however. 

Buffiness and bright yellow olive are common the upper 
parts many birds this race, the latter usually appearing 
greatest intensity the rump old females, and the 
former usually regularly placed the sides including 
the breast ‘both young and old birds, especially noticeable 
old birds fresh post-nuptial plumage, when they can 
hardly distinguishable from juvenile birds. Such buffy 
color also not infr equently irregularly placed the breast, 
one example being well-marked band nearly one-half ine 
wide crossing diagonally. 
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the case hand, the uniformity the color and its in- 
tensity were pronounced, much that two feathers from 
the yellow patch were collected and mounted between glass 
slides. examination with high-power lens (x16) revealed 
the cause the uniformity the color well its intensity. 
These arise from the fact that both the barbs and the barbules 
are yellow. the case the olive-yellow rosy rump 
feathers this species studied thus far, the high colors are 
confined the barbs, the pale grey smoky barbules when 
present serving lessen mask partially the pronounced 
colors the barbs. Whether this distribution color 
characteristic other kinds abnormal color phases, 
unaware. 

the yellowness the barbules account their small 
cross section (which approximately one-fourth that the 
barbs), viewed transmitted light. That the barbules, 
which singly appear hardly the palest yellow-color, are, 
indeed, translucent color evident when several 
overlap, thus giving total thickness color approaching 
that barb. course, these feathers overlap one 
another the bird, the yellowness still further augmented, 
resulting the uniformity and depth color observed. 

September 1927, the yellow feathers July 
17th were re-examined, and surprise the yellow color 
pronounced when the feathers were collected had largely 
disappeared fading. During the intervening period 
about six weeks they had been kept with other mounts 
box having poorly-fitting cover that certain amount 
light entered it. 

The feathers this yellow area were old and badly frayed. 
Were they new feathers, would conceivable that the 
was due drying-out process whereby more light 
scattered, thus lessening the intensity the yellow. The 
yellow colors mounted rump feathers previously studied, 
however, showed appreciable fading, although much longer 
subjected the same conditions. 

Referring again the new buffy areas the sides the 
breast molting Purple Finches, interest observe 
that notes birds banded the spring during the 
winter make little mention the occurrence such coloring, 
fact that appears indicate that these yellowish areas also 
often fade important degree. 

The ephemeral character this color the above instances 
considerable significance several particulars, one being 
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its bearing the status subspecies general established 
part studies museum collections bird-skins, where 
small differences color are often cited evidence racial 
feather worn bird for months, during which its color 
maintained, when similar-colored feather six weeks after its 
removal loses much its color fading. 


GENERAL NOTES 


Some results from Banding Sea-Birds.—The continued banding 
sea-birds their breeding grounds the north shore the Gulf 
St. Lawrence providing variety information, some which may 
sufficient interest readers the Bulletin warrant its publication 
here. felt that these data are yet too few, however, make desir- 
able attempt draw any very general conclusions from them. the 
case the recovery numbers 302454, 302464, and 302476, Double- 
crested Cormorants (see records below), interesting observe the 
fairly close proximity one another, this case least, young birds 
from one colony after some eight hundred miles 
marked contrast the wanderings some young Gulls, whose native 
groups, not only those the colony, but those the individual family, 
seem often break soon after the young can fly. 

The shifting numbers 405937 and 405938, Razor-billed Auks, from one 
island, which they bred 1926, another island, which they bred 
1927, the first example such change breeding-place that have 
observed any birds their family. probably explainable the 
fact that large banks snow lay St. Mary Islands late the spring 
and early summer 1927 that many sheltered places where Auks, Murres, 
Puffins, and Guillemots were accustomed lay their eggs were covered 
with snow all through June, and the birds that were the habit using 
these particular places had seek elsewhere shelter for their eggs. The 
two concerned this known instance are very close one another, 
and are connected low tide. 

The Puffins and Razor-billed Auks this list had undoubtedly migrated 
between the time their original banding and the time their recapture, 
for there are birds these species about St. Mary Islands winter. 
These recaptures may therefore rank 

All the birds recorded below were banded the writer, who also 
made those recaptures living birds that are not accredited others. 

No. 368632, Razor-billed Auk, banded adult Eastern Island 
the St. Mary Islands group, Saguenay County, Quebec, July 16, 1925, 
was recaptured the same island July 21, 1927. the band was 
badly worn, was removed and replaced new band No. 497504, and 
the bird was then released. 

No. 405914, Razor-billed Auk, banded adult the Western 
Island the St. Mary Islands group, Saguenay County, Quebec, 
August 1926, was recaptured the same island July 24, 1927, and 
released. 

No. 405937, Razor-billed Auk, banded adult Western Island, 
the St. Mary Islands group, Saguenay County, Quebec, August 
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1926, was recaptured Middle Island, the same group, July 
1927, and released. 

No. Razor-billed Auk, has record identical with that 
405937. 

No. 210439, Puffin, banded adult St. Mary Islands, Saguenay 
County, July 24, 1923, was recaptured Western Island, 
the St. Mary Islands group, June 28, 1927, Watson, and re- 
leased. Mr. Watson was accompanied Fred Osborne, caretaker 
St. Mary Islands Bird Sanctuary, and July 24, 1927, Mr. Osborne con- 
ducted this same bird’s nesting-place, and caught again. The 
band was worn that only the numerals could read, but they 
were clear. Bands the series beginning with have been placed 
Puffins this country only July, 1923, and then three Puffins only, 
and careful check the official Canadian records with original field 
diary satisfies entirely that this bird No. 210439. Because the band 
was worn, was removed and replaced new band No. 497520, and the 
bird was then released. 

No. 368667, Puffin, banded adult Cliff Island, the St. Mary 
Islands group, Saguenay ounty, Quebec, July 19, 1925, was recaptured 
the same island July 27, 1927. was accidentally killed while 
being handled assistant. 

No. 302473, Double-crested Cormorant, banded Fog 
Island Sanctuary, Saguenay County, August 1927, was shot 
Little Creek, near Norfolk, Virginia, December 

No. 302454, Double-crested Cormorant, banded juvenile Fog 
Island Sanctuary, Saguenay County, Quebec, August 1927, was 
found dead the shore Peconic Bay, near the National Golf Links, 
Southampton, Long Island, New York, October 22, 1927. 

No. 302464, Double-crested Cormorant, banded juvenile Fog 
Island Sanctuary, Saguenay County, Quebec, August 1927, was 
found dead the shore Gardiner’s Bay, near Amagansett, Long Island, 
New York, October 23, 1927 

No. 302476, Double-crested Cormorant, banded juvenile Fog 
Island Sanctuary, Saguenay County, Quebec, August 1927, was shot 
Cedar Beach, near Cedar Island lighthouse, Long Island, New York, 
Octover 21, 1927. 

No. 302901, Cormorant, banded juvenile Cormo- 
rant Rocks, Cape Whittle Sanctuary, Saguenay County, Quebec, 
July 16, 1927, was recaptured near Sound View, Connecticut, and reported 
October 20, 1927.—Harrison 


Quartering lack returns for migrant Tree 
Sparrows has been mentioned Don Messer the North- 
Bird-Banding Association, Vol. No. 31), who says ‘‘the 
local rarity difficult account and Richard Horsey (Vol. 
No. 48) writes, migrants are seldom seen after leaving 
Regarding Juncos, Herbert Parker mentions (Vol. No. 2), 
return 180 banded, and Wendell Smith says (Vol. No. 
have had returns from Slate-colored Juncos.” 

White-throated Sparrows, Mr. Parker the article cited mentions 
returns nearly one hundred banded: Mary Hubbard (Vol. 
No. 16), has one return record for 104 banded, and the station 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Harding, referred Vol. No. 37, two 


returns banded are reported. Mary Hubbard later, Vol. 
No. 10, mentions eight returns 119 banded, and Miss Cora 
Teot mentioned the same page having returns White- 
throated Sparrows banded. 

As, according Wetmore (The migration Birds, 1926, page 55), 
neither head tail wind favorable for birds during migration but 
quartering wind better air-movement condition, seems possible that 
the observed yearly variation migration-routes the smaller birds may 
due quartering flight, limited the territory the Northeastern 
Bird-Banding coast-lines and other natural features. 
Horrman, 1041 Forest Cliff Lakewood, Ohio. 


White-breasted Nuthatch Recovery.—White-breasted Nuthatch, 
No. A23071 banded Mrs. Mathers, Middleboro, Massachusetts, 
February 22, 1926, was caught cat St. George, New Brunswick, 
April 23, 1926. See account the Canadian Field-Naturalist, Vol. 
XLI, October, 1927, page 171. believe this the first record 
giving any details the migration route this species the East. 


Wintering White-breasted Nuthatches.—During the winter 
1926-27, Mr. Reginald Osborn, Hingham, Massachusetts, had male 
and female White-breasted Nuthatch come his banding-station, one 
which, the male, banded. This winter the banded male again 
the station, and, before, with unbanded female, perhaps the same 
bird last winter. 

The habit two birds this species opposite sex keeping together 
throughout the winter very pronounced, and all cases known 
where opportunity has permitted observation wintering pairs have in- 


White-throated Sparrow Return-4.—At our banding-station 
Cohasset, Mass., single White-throat, No. 37603, banded Nov. 11, 1923 
again for the fifth consecutive season passing the winter with us, and 
now the bird least five and one half years old. The bird each winter 
lives certain section the thick cover within twenty feet one the 
traps which annually captured. The arrival and departures dates, 
far know them, Nov. and May The bird 
now wears red band, which enables keep sight record its 
frequent visits the station with ease and 
HARDING. 


Attention, Banders!—Banders are asked pay careful attention 
the ages birds they handle, determined repeats and Mr. 
John Nichols, the American Museum Natural History, 77th Street 
and Central Park West, New York City, has published the Bulletin 
this Association preliminary paper ‘‘The Age 
(Vol. No. July, 1927), which has collected from several sources 
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birds’ age records. Canada, Miss Lafranchise, Canadian 
National Parks, Ottawa, Canada, preparing statement concerning 
the ages Canadian birds revealed banding, for the April, 1928, 
Bulletin. feel sure that both Mr. Nichols and Miss Lafranchise will 
glad have all members send them appropriate age-records from time 
time used preparing future articles the 


The matter assembling for the the records all species which 
return their nesting grounds breed important. The Secretary 
this Association, Mr. Charles Floyd, will take this work and will 
appreciate having members send him promptly any exceptional return 
records which may come their attention, with full details banding 
and returning dates, sex, age, when banded, 


Young Great Black-backed Gulls.—The two recently hatched Great 
Black-backed Gulls (Larus marinus) shown the cover were banded, 
Mr. Oliver Austin, Red Islands, Turnevik, Labrador, during 
July, 1927, when they were about seven days old. 


Reprints the Bulletin.—Contributors desiring reprints separates 
their articles may procure the same writing the editor before the 
Bulletin goes four six printed pages suitably bound 
with the title and the name the author printed the cover may had 
for $5.50 for fifty copies. Any number copies can supplied. 


Another Song Sparrow Sparrow B10541, banded 
Helen Whittle Peterboro, New Hampshire, October 1927, was 
killed Cook Hopkins, South Carolina, about December 30, 1927. 
Hopkins near the center the state. This recovery the second one 
reported from her station, the first one being Purple Finch shot Texas. 

Another New England Song Sparrow recovery has been reported from 
this region Wendell Smith. The bird was banded Wells River, 
Vermont, October 13, 1925 and was killed Wadesboro, North Carolina, 
March 1927 (see the Bulletin, Vol. No. 1927, 48). 


better printed well. Send 
your next piece print- 
ing. will handled with 
personal interest and care 
that will certainly increase 
its value you without 
necessarily increasing 
cost. 


Goss Company 


Printers 


High Street Boston 


BIRDHOUSES 


Size No. for Bluebirds, Tree Swallows 
and Woodpeckers 

$1.00 each, for $5.40 

Size No. for Wrens and Chickadees, 

$1.00 each, for $5.40 

Size No. Special Trap House for Bird 

Banders. Roof front easily and 

quickly opened. $1.50 each 

Reduction for six more 

Wooden Suet Box, wire front, cents 

Wire Suet Box cents 


BOOKS 
Old and rare, out-of-print books and 
pamphlets, bird magazines all publi- 


cations, complete, volumes sepa- 
rate numbers. Mail orders only. 


BOSTON BIRD BOOK CO. 
162 Boylston Street Boston 


FEED WILD BIRDS 


FISKE’S 
QUALITY MIXTURE 
CHOICE 
BIRD SEED 


Blended according the 
tions the Northeastern Bird Banding 
Association for small and large birds. 
There this mixture choice, 
plump, recleaned Chick 
Millet, Hemp and Canary. 


lb. Ibs. $1.50 


Postage Extra 


Ibs. $3.25 


FISKE SEED CO. 


New England’s Leading Seed Store 


and Faneuil Square 
Boston Mass. 


Out-of-Doors 


New England 


ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 
BIRDS, BEASTS, AND BLOSSOMS 


Dr. John May, Cohasset, Mass. 


small girl said “There were three whole 
schools there and you could have heard a pin 
drop.” 

The secretary Bird Club wrote “The 
lecture proved to be interesting and instruc- 
tive to both adults and children.” 

The Park Museum of Providence has 
crowded its lecture hall on three different 
occasions. 


ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR REQUEST 


THE “HIGGINS” LINE TRAPS 


For the Bird’s sake use Higgins traps. 
Made two, three, five mesh wire. 


What Banders write: 


The No. Mammal and Bird Trap—Price—3 mesh, 
$4.00. 


From Cleveland. Ohio: twelve rats two days, with one vour 

From Springfield, Mass.: twelve gray squirrels, Blue five 
Nuthatches. seven Chickadees, and two English Sparrows the first two 


The No. Sparrow Trap—Price—2 mesh, $5.25. 
With fine mesh, $5.75. 


From Greenland, H.: birds enter the trap with fine mesh 
—no bills 


The No. Duplex—Price—3 mesh, $5.25 


From Peterboro, H.: (four compartments) forty birds first 
week end.” 


From Greenland, H.: ‘‘Have taken vour trap Song 


Sparrows. Vesper Sparrows, Cowbirds. Baltimore Orioles, Purple 
Finches, Chipping Sparrows, Bluebirds, Goldfinches. and Yellow 


From Cohasset, Mass.: ‘‘Have taken the trap nineteen 
species birds, including seven species 


The No. trap nesting-box—Price $1.25. 


From Greenland, H.: twelve boxes purchased last spring all 
used. Can use twenty-five 


Protector Nesting Boxes $1.10 each delivered. 
more one order—85c each. express. 
Higgins’ and combination. two-in-one 
trap. One end, the No. entrance automatic. The 
other end, No. pull string. Both traps for 
the price one. 
Two-mesh wire—$5.75 
Three-mesh wire—$5.75 
Five-mesh wire—$6.00 
All traps smoothly finished, sharp corners injure the birds. 
nicely painted, loam color. 
Suet-holders— cents each—6 more cents each. 
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